
Matthew Ladner, Ph.D 

Dr. Matthew Ladner is the Senior Advisor of Policy and Research for the Foundation for Excellence in 
Education. He previously served as Vice President of Research and Goldwater Institute. Prior to joining 
Goldwater, Ladner was director of state projects at the Alliance for School Choice. Ladner has written 
numerous studies on school choice, charter schools and special education reform and coauthored 
Report Card on American Education: Ranking State K-12 Performance, Progress and Reform for the 
American Legislative Exchange Council. Ladner has testified before Congress, the United States 
Commission of Civil Rights and numerous state legislative committees. Ladner is a graduate of the 
University of Texas at Austin and received both a Masters and a Ph.D. in Political Science from the 
University of Houston. Ladner is a Senior Fellow with the Foundation for Educational Choice and the 
Goldwater Institute. Dr. Ladner lives in Phoenix, Arizona with his wife Anne and children Benjamin, Jacob 
and Abigail and can be reached at Matthew@ExcelinEd.org. 



1 

    

 
 
 
 

Parental Choice and Education Reform in Florida 
 

Dr. Matthew Ladner 
Matthew@ExcelinEd.org  



CHOICE 

Students 
with 

Disabilities 

Tax Credit 
Scholarships 

Digital 
Learning 

Pre-K 
Vouchers 

2 

  Charter 
 Schools 



3 

20,926 

374,669 

0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000

300,000

350,000

400,000

McKay Public

Florida Special Needs Students Attendance, 2009-2010 



4 

http://nationsreportcard.gov/reading_2009/


10 points approximately equals a 
grade level worth of progress 
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Florida Texas

Florida and Texas Special Education Students Scoring "Basic or Better" on 
NAEP 4th Grade Reading, 1998 and 2011 
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 374,669  

 20,926  

Florida Special Needs Students McKay Scholarships

Figure 1: Florida Special Needs Students and McKay Scholarship 
Students, 2009-10 
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Figure 2: Combined Math and Reading NAEP  Gains for Special 
Education Students, 2003-2011 
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