
Executive Vice Chancellor David B. Prior, Ph.D.  
David B. Prior is Executive Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs at the 
University of Texas System, and has also joined the faculty of the Jackson 
School of Geosciences at the University of Texas at Austin.  
 
Formerly Executive Vice President and Provost of Texas A&M University, he 
served as the Chief Operating Officer until June 2007. He came to Texas A&M 
in 1996, to the College of Geosciences, to joint Professorships in the 
Departments of Geology and Geophysics, Geography and Oceanography. In 
1997 he was promoted to Dean of the College, and to Provost in 2003.  
 
Born in England and raised in Ireland, he received his Bachelors and Doctoral 
Degrees from the Queen's University of Belfast, Northern Ireland. He has held 
teaching and research positions at the Queen's University, and Louisiana State University, as well as 
visiting positions at The University of Manitoba, and Clark University in Massachusetts.  
 
From 1978 to 1989 he was a researcher in the Coastal Studies Institute at Louisiana State University, 
promoted to Research Professor in 1980, and to joint Professorship with the Department of Geology and 
Geophysics in1985.  
 
His research and publications address sea floor geological processes and hazards; marine engineering 
geology; deep water site investigations for offshore industrial facilities; deltaic sedimentation; and coastal 
zone management. He has written extensively on submarine landslides. As a consultant to the international 
oil and gas industry for more than 20 years he has contributed to numerous industry projects worldwide.  
 
In 1989 he joined the Government of Canada, as the Head of the Environmental Marine Geology Group for 
the Geological Survey, becoming Director of the Atlantic Geoscience Center at the Bedford Institute of 
Oceanography in 1991.  
 
Dr. Prior has extensive worldwide connections and networks with geoscience projects and programs, but 
especially in Asia.  
 
He served as Chief Technical Advisor for two United Nations Technology Transfer projects for offshore 
oil and gas site evaluations in China from 1984 -1990, and has visited China on business more than 30 
times.  
 
Since 1994 he has been associated with the Coordinating Committee for Geoscience Programmes in East 
and Southeast Asia (CCOP), first as the official representative of Canada, and subsequently elected by the 
11 Asian Member countries as Lifetime Honorary Advisor. He has assisted with CCOP projects in China, 
Indonesia, Papua New Guinea and Thailand, including recent work on the impacts of the 2004 tsunamis in 
Thailand.  
 
In 2000 he was elected Chair of the CCOP International Advisory Committee and continues to serve in that 
capacity.  
 
Most recently Dr. Prior has had special responsibility for the establishment of Texas A&M University’s 
Branch Campus in Doha, Qatar. The Emir of Qatar and Her Highness Sheikha Mouza are developing a 
new model for Higher Education in the Middle East and Texas A&M is one of the partners in "Education 
City." Dr. Prior is a member of the Texas A&M / Qatar Foundation Joint Advisory Board and has been its 
Chair since 2003.  
 
David B. Prior is a Fellow and Chartered Geologist of the Geological Society of London. 
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