8/8/06

Chair of Public Education, Senator Florence Shapiro
5000 Legacy Dr., Ste. 494
Plano, Texas 75024

Dear Senator Shapiro:

I’ve been asked to write this letter to explain my position as a parent of an autistic child
who has decided not to move to Texas due to the fact Texas does not have autism
scholarships or similar funding. We have used an autism scholarship here in Ohio since
March 2006 for our son, Gus.

My husband and I visited Dallas in December of 2005 to visit family and the bug to move
to Texas hit during that visit. My husband grew up in Garland and we have many family
& friends in the Dallas area. Our jobs are flexible and can go anywhere so we started
seriously considering a move to Dallas to be closer to family. Our biggest concern about
a move was to consider what services and funding would be available in Dallas for our
son who was diagnosed with autism in 2004. This concern led me to join an online
parent support group based in Dallas for parents of autistic children. Through numerous
conversations with parents in Dallas, we made the decision not to move based on the fact
Dallas does not have autism scholarships and funding from other sources appeared to
have wait-lists years long.

The autism scholarship in Ohio provides us with $20,000 to pay for specialized therapy,
preschool in a school specifically for autistic children and even towards home care
providers. It requires only authorized providers be able to use the funds, however, we
have found all services that we need through one authorized provider, Helping Hands
Center. This school provides one-on-one ABA-type instruction, social skills classrooms,
pre-K classes, and specialized services available for after-school such as speech therapy,
occupational therapy and music therapy. All services and all staff are trained and
experienced with autistic children. The tuition for this school is $14,000 per year.
Summer programming and after-school therapies are additional. We can also register
home care providers through the school who can work with our home ABA program.
This therapy is also very expensive with therapists getting paid approximately $12/hr and
recommended therapy being 30-40 hours/week. Even with our income in the middle to
high middle income range, meeting these expenses would be impossible without the
autism scholarship.

Before putting Gus into a specialized school for autistic children, we had placed him in
our city's public school district in their special needs preschool. He seemed to enjoy his
routine; however, he spent more time on the bus than in class and his teachers were not
experienced with autism. We received calls weekly to come pick him up from school
because he would have behavioral “meltdowns” at school and the teachers did not know
how to handle him. In 6 months, we have yet to receive such a call from his new school.
They work with him on an individual basis and gear his learning towards his needs. If



he’s having a meltdown, his teacher can do what he/she needs to do to calm him down
and get him back on task. This is impossible in a traditional classroom where a teacher
may have 6-8 other students in hi s/her care.

Early treatment and appropriate intervention is key and for most parents, the costs are
astronomical and, in most cases, impossible to reach without a scholarship. Autism is
complex and individualized and most likely requires treatment from professionals
specially trained in multiple specialties. As a parent, we all want what’s best for our
child. . _even if it seems impossible. Not a day goes by that I don’t think about my son’s
future, and wonder if I'm doing the best and all I can to provide for him and help him to
reach his fullest potential. I am so thankful to the Ohio state Legislature for recognizing
and understanding this need for the families in Ohio. Please help support autism
scholarships so my fellow parents in Texas who have children with autism can be given
the same opportunities we in Ohio are given today. 1will follow this issue closely and I
look forward to the day when we can move to Texas, where we should be, so we can be

closer to our family and friends.

Sincerely,

Michelle K (D




October 9, 2006

Senator Florence Shapiro
5000 Legacy Dr., Ste. 494
Plano, Texas 75024

RE: Autism Education Scholarships

Honorable Florence Shapiro:

Although we am not in your district, we would like the opportunity to have some input about Autism Education
Scholarships.

As a side note, although | don't believe we've ever been officially introduced, we know your parents fairly well, as we are
good friends wit _and we live a couple of houses down from your brothe You may
remember us as the coupte who had "his an hers” Breast Cancer a few years ago — there was a story in the Texas
Jewish Post about us and the Dallas Morning News, as well. Thank goodness we're doing well in that regard.

We have a 3 y/o son, Shmuli, who has autism spectrum disorder. Because there were no options in the Jewish
community for educating our child with autism, we reluctantly entered the public school system in the spring of last year.
Without going into too much detail (although | have plenty of details, should you be interested in reading or hearing about
it for the sake of general education reform), | will simply say that it has been an absolute nightmare for us and our child.
The bottom line is this — the DISD, and | would venture to say that most public school systems in Texas, DO NOT HAVE
APPROPRIATE programs for children with autism. Furthermore, our experience has been that the DISD blatantly
disregards the IDEA laws and has put our son into peril. We have many, many complaints, and do not believe that we will
be able to continue in public schools.

it infuriates us that we have been paying taxes in this county for years and years, and that our school district cannot meet
the needs of our child. Our property taxes continue to skyrocket, as do our health care and utility costs, and are options
for education (from a financial standpoint), are extremely limited. As far as we can see in our neighborhood (with the
exception of your brother!), are houses in the $300K to $1M+ - all residents paying exorbitant property taxes, and very few
who are using the public schools, for obvious reasons. Our school district is failing, and the services for children with
disabilities are deplorable. Again, if you want details, I'd be happy to provide them. The bottom line is this — we believe
that the school district(s) should give US the funds they receive to educate our children, so that we can putit to

appropriate use.
Our young child is in a “critical developmental window” (between the ages of 3-5), and he is in no way receiving the
services he requires in the public school system. Options for private education for our child range in the $800-$4,000

month range. |t is only appropriate that the state allow US access to the funds they receive to educate our child, and let
us apply it to appropriate programs.

Please consider the viability and NEED for an Autism Voucher. The families of children with autism are desperate for
educational options.

If you would like to discuss our particular situation further, we would welcome your call.

Thank you for your consideration,

Angela & Davidl N




From: Trac
Subject: Autism Education Scholarship Letter From Traci- & Family
Date: October 9, 2006 5:52:24 PM CDT
To:

October 10, 2006
Senator Florence Shapiro

5000 Legacy Dr., Ste. 494
Plano, Texas 75024

RE: Autism Education Scholarships
Honorable Florence Shapiro:

| am sure you are aware of the unique educational challenges each
student with autism faces. These challenges in the classroom are as
different and as complex as each individual child that falls on the
vast autism spectrum. Because of this complexity several states in
the nation have already recognized the need for and developed
specialized education legislation offering families a choice in how
they educate their special needs child. Ohio tops the list with

their successful Autism Education Scholarship Program.

Unfortunately today, Texas does not offer this education option to
its citizens with autism and as a parent with a child with autism |
would like to see autism scholarships brought to Texas. | believe

i is time for our elected leaders to take a hard look into the

current issues and struggles facing our tamilies today. And while
doing so, they should look into Texas's future to see what the long-
term effects our current limited educational system will have on the
families and communities of children with autism. Only then will our
jeaders begin to understand that this issue of school choice for
students with autism is not about poor performing schools or
inadequate teachers but simply about a subset of children with
complex educational chalienges who when provided with most
appropriate educational opportunities available have shown to have
tremendous potential and therefore can make a positive impact on the
future of the Lone Star state.

We would like to send our autistic son, Austin, to a

private school designed to assist children with autism. However,

we can not afford the tuition. We made this decision because we

have had problems in the past with the public school system.

One such problem was that my daughter was two grade levels behind,
and the school she was attending really did not seem to care. They
graduated her to the next grade, knowing that she was not ready for
that next grade level.

| am afraid that if we place our autistic son in the same public school,
that he might not get the educational benefits that he requires.

if | had problems with my non-special needs child, what will happen
to my autistic son, Austin?

The autism educational scholarships would not only benefit my son,
but other families with autistic children, as well.

Thank you for serving in the Texas state legislature and for taking
into consideration my view in favor of bringing education




scholarships for students with autism to Texas.
Trac!

rinceton,
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October 10, 2006

Senator Florence Shapiro
5000 Legacy Dr., Ste. 494
Plano, Texas 75024

Re: Autism Education Scholarships
Honorable Florence Shapiro:

1 am writing to express my heartfelt thanks for the support you have given thus far to
educational scholarships for autism in our state. As a parent of a young child with autism,
I feel such incredible relief and gratitude to you for seeking to help provide educational
choice to children whose very futures depend on it.

As a resident in the Plano Independent School District, I have learned the hard way that
the current educational programming offered in my district’s Early Childhood Schools is
not able to adequately meet the needs of many of our young children with autism. While
the standard program may meet the basic needs of some children with disabilities, it is
not realistic to expect our public school system to be able to adequately address the needs
of each and every child who qualifies for services with a disability. This is particularly
applicable when it comes to children with autism, whose needs are so diverse and
individual. P.1.S.D’s program has not only proven to be inappropriate for our child, it has
harmed him immeasurably by restricting his access to typically developing children and
denying appropriate services to him during these critical formative pre-school years.
Despite pleading with our school district to consider a regular classroom placement for
our child, as each school is obligated to do under the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA”), school administrators have simply refused because such a
placement does not exist within the public school system in Plano in its Early Childhood

Schools.

Instead, P.I.S.D. has spent thousands of dollars, far more than it would cost to cover three
full years of our son’s private preschool education in an appropriate setting, fighting to
deny him this legal right under IDEA. As a family, not only have we had to endure the
crisis of facing our son’s autism diagnosis, entirely fund his special education, and
shoulder tremendous legal costs in an attempt to ensure his right to a free and appropriate
public education is not violated, but we have suffered great additional strain from having
to invest the time and energy, not to mention very stretched financial resources, into this
arduous battle. However, the fight is worth it to us, rather than just paying for his private
education and giving up on the system. We believe the public education system can be
vastly improved for these children. But no one is requiring the schools to comply with
even the most basic of requirements under IDEA, and the schools would rather fight than
face the changes that are so desperately needed for our children.




Page Two
Senator Shapiro
Educational Scholarships

As a result, school resources and staff time, instead of going to help the children, are
being squandered to fight parents, most of whom have very legitimate concerns, and
these parents, already under a tremendous amount of strain, are stressed beyond the point
of reason in fighting for the basic needs of their children. We fight insurance providers to
get any help for our children, we struggle to overcome the overwhelming daily challenges
raising a child with this disability creates, we face pediatricians refusing to treat our
children due to us having to seek out experimental treatments because so little research is
being done, and then we must fight our public schools.

The autism community is a hearty bunch, and we are determined and impassioned. We
will continue to fight for our children as long as it takes. But all this fighting is taking a
toll on us and our children. Last week I found out I have cancer. I am 37 years old, and
this endless fighting for the last three years has cost me dearly. There is no doubt in my
mind this battle with my school district is the main stressor in my life and the source of
my illness. Please help us win this one battle to provide educational choice to the parents
of children with autism when we are facing so many other challenges and losses. It will
make such a difference in our lives.

As you must be aware, Congressman Barton has recently pulled a fast one on our
community by keeping the Combating Autism Act from reaching the House floor. Due to
his self-serving political agenda, he has pulled the rug out from under us after finally
receiving a glimmer of hope of government making a meaningful contribution to the fight
to combat autism. This is a truly shameful reflection upon our great state. You, Senator
Shapiro, have the opportunity to show the country that not all Texas politicians are
heartless, and that the autism community truly does maitter, by seeing that educational
scholarships are brought to our community. Our children and families need help now.
Educational scholarships are a way to accomplish this and, perhaps most importantly, a
way to do so quickly. Our community is strong and, sadly, growing daily. We will never
forget those who partner with us in this fight. Please help us win this one.

God bless you,

Emily 'S
Plano, Tg-

(*Please redact all personal information prior to submission to the public record.)




October 10, 2006

The Honorable Florence Shapiro
Chairman, Committee on Education
The Texas Senate

Austin, Texas 78711

RE: Autism Education Scholarships
Dear Madam Chairwoman,

I am the mother of Charles, an adorable 8 year old boy with autism. I am writing to
you today to ask the Committee on Education to create legislation offering Texas
families school choice for students with autism.

Although we have worked hard to advocate for Charles in the public school system,
his unique needs have often been unmet. The process of re-ARDing and obtaining
resources or specialized training for teachers can be so unwieldy and unreliable, we
twice opted to pull him out of public school and place him in private schools in order
to address his challenging behavioral problems immediately and before they became
habitual. During my son’s times in private schools, I was able to see just how much
and how fast he was able to learn. The skills he acquired improved his quality of life
and his progress gave me hope for his future. 1 believe my son will be capable of
living relatively independently if he is given access to educational opportunities which
are best for him.

The autism spectrum is a broad one, and the educational needs of this population of
individuals are complex and varied. Because of the challenges in educating
individuals with autism in public school settings, other states have developed special
education legislation providing parents choices in how their special needs children
are educated. 1 urge you create legislation offering Texas families the same type of
school choice as offered in Ohio’s Autism Scholarship Program.

Thank you for your service on the Education Committee and for taking into
consideration my view in favor of bringing education scholarships for students with

autism to Texas.

Sincerely,

Geraldine_

SR - Houston, X GHER - 4Ny




rrom: S
Subject: letter
Date: October 12, 2006 9:41:30 PM CDT

To:

Dear Senator Shapiro,

You are a respected, determined, genuine representative of our wonderful state of Texas. Thank you for truly caring for the people
of Texas, ALL the people of Texas.... so I'm writing this to show our family's support of bringing school choice and autism
scholarships to Texas. My precious first born son, Sam, has Asperger's Syndrome and every day of his little life has been a
struggle... trying to communicate, trying to feel comfortable in his own skin with all of his sensory issues, trying to understand the
joud and unpredictable world around him... and now, in Kindergarten, trying to learn the "basics" of the social world like saying HI
when someone says hello to him, sitting next to another child at the art table, walking in a line to recess- things that should come
"naturally” but are hard for him. Unfortunately, our home elementary school, and our district, could not provide specifically what our
son needed to get the most quality and appropriate education to help hi

m grow and develop. So, we searched and prayed and finally were able to find a wonderful private schoo! for him that caters to
kids with learning differences, with 7 children in his class and 2 teachers, and a nice tuition of $15,000 for the school year. This
price tag is steep, especially because we aiso pay approximately $40,000 per year out of pocket for physical, speech, and
occupationa! therapies, an auditory training program, Applied Behavioral Analysis therapy, music therapy, play therapy, and
vitamins, supplements, and medication. Of course, we would do ANYTHING for our child to help him grow, improve his quality of
life, and be successful- this is the same story for every other family affected with autism. | have friends in the autism community that
have taken on second jobs, sold their houses, begged family and friends for money, taken out 2nd mortgages, blown through
savings accounts and inheritances to pay for therapies and school for their sons and daughters

| am telling you this because our community and state desperately needs help, and offering school choice and austism schoiarships
in Texas would be an great step to help the thousands of families struggling with this disorder.

Thank your for listening to Sam'’s story, and | thank you for supporting our state of ALL peopie, and mostly for helping to make Texas
a better place for our wonderful son to learn and grow in.

Respectfully,

Angie:
Allen, TX
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From: "Patricia"
Subject: Jeffrey's Discovery ( a school for autistic children)
Date: October 12, 2006 9:42:53 PM CDT
To!
# 1 Attachment, 5.5 KB -~ Save = Slideshow _

To Whom ever it may concern,

Please give vouchers to children who need them for schools such as ours. There are so many children with
autism who need the intervention that only a specialized sehool can give them and parents can not afford
this type of education of lon 1. k-

Thank you,




From:
Subject: RE: Autism Education Scholarships

Date: October 10, 2006 12:42:57 PM CDT
To:

October 10, 2006 v
Senator Florence Shapiro

5000 Legacy Dr., Ste. 494
Plano, Texas 75024

RE: Autism Education Scholarships
Honorable Florence Shapiro:

| would like to voice my support for the Autism Education Scholarship Program. 1am the parent of a child on the autism spectrum and | have been
nomeschooling him for the past seven years because of our local public school's unwillingness to meet his needs. There are currently only a limited number
of private schools that could meet his needs, none of which are located close enough and for a price that was affordable to our family. Therefore,
homeschooling has been our only choice.

| feel the voucher system would accomplish two very important things. First, the element of competition would make public school administrators more willing
to meet the needs of children with autism. Two of the things that | wanted for my son would have been free and effortiess but the school was unwilling to
allow it. He wanted to do his work with his favorite Lego man on his desk. They wouldn't allow it. Another thing was that | wanted to volunteer in his
classroom since this would have greatly eased his anxiety, but they had a rule against a parent volunteering in their own child's classroom. These are just
two small examples, but you can probably see how difficult it is to deal with a system that works in such a monopolistic environment. (Just in case you are
wondering, this elementary school has been ranked exemplary every year of it's 13 year existence.)

The other thing that the Autism Education Scholarship Program might accomplish eventually, would be more consolidation of various types of autistic children
in various private schools. As you are aware, kids across the autism spectrum have incredibly varied needs. It would be impossible for all schools to be
able to meet the needs of all these children. The vouchers would create more private schools, hopefully ending up with schools that specialize within the
autism arena.

| believe the voucher program would enable many more autistic children to gain an education and valuable skills. 1 do not want to see a Texas with a
generation of unskilled, untrained, and uneducated autistic adults that need to be cared for.

Thank you for serving in the Texas state legislature and for taking
into consideration my view in favor of bringing education
scholarships for students with autism to Texas.

Andrea—

San Antonio, TX h




The Honorable Senator Shapiro
5000 Legacy Dr., Suite 494
Plano, Texas 75024

August 28, 2006

Dear Senator Shapiro,

I am writing in support of a scholarship system for students with autism. I am sure you are aware of the
unique educational challenges each student with autism faces. As a teacher of a classroom for children
with autism in Frisco Independent School District, I face the challenge of meeting the exceptional needs of
each of my students on a daily basis. Ihave been fortunate to have had intensive training in effective
methodologies for instructing this population of students but such training is elusive to many educators in
the public school systems in the state. Even with training, the challenges are not easily met within the

time and budget constraints with which the Texas teachers are faced.

Nine years ago, I began teaching children with autism with the intention to break down some of the
economic barriers that families with autism face. My aspiration has always been to help any child with
autism that has an educational need have the opportunity to reach his potential regardless of his family’s
ability to implement a private, consultant directed program in his home. The financial burden of such
programs is great and unthinkable for many families. It is still my hope that this may be accomplished in
the public school system in the not so distant future. In order for that to occur, teachers need to have
intensive, ongoing training in those empirically based practices which have been proven effective with this
population of students. The field needs to be able to attract highly qualified professionals and, of course,
there must be sufficient funding to support these initiatives. Unfortunately for our students, this is
proving to be a long, arduous process.

I will continue to strive to help to meet the goal of bettering the public school system for our students with
autism; however, I see a need for additional support for today’s students while we endeavor to improve
the current school system. I believe that autism scholarships would meet this need and I would like to see

them brought to the state.

Without the appropriate interventions for our children while they are young, they, their families and the
state of Texas will face a grim reality, as they become adults without means to become productive,
contributing members to the communities in which they live. The elected leaders must look into the
future and make decisions to positively impact the lives of those touched by autism. I have seen the
difference that effective programming can make in a child’s life and autism scholarships will enable
students with the necessary educational opportunities to reach their potential.

Thank you for serving in the Texas state legislature and for taking into consideration my view in favor of
bringing education scholarships for students with autism to Texas.

Blake
Special Education Teacher

Frisco, Texas




August 30, 2006

Senator Florence Shapiro
5000 Legacy Dr., Ste. 494
Plano. Texas 75024

RE: Autism Education Scholarships
Honorable Florence Shapiro:

] am writing in support of autism scholarships in Texas. 1 am sure that vou are aware of the
unique educational challenges each student with autism faces. These challenges in the classroom
are as different and as complex as each individual child that falls on the vast autism spectrum.
Because of this complexity several states in the nation have already recognized the need for and
developed specialized education legislation offering families a choice in how they educate their
special needs child.

Having worked with children with autism spectrum disorders for over 9 vears, | have witnessed
first-hand the lack of training that many individuals working with these children have been
provided. Furthermore. the economic burden that many parents must endure and even more
families cannot afford prohibits our children from receiving much needed suitable interventions.
Students in Texas who have autism are not receiving a free and appropriate education.

I previously taught at a private school in Sarasota, Florida and have seen autism scholarships used
effectively. These scholarships allowed for the teaching to be more individualized and provided
the parents with additional educational options. These scholarships enable parents, who best
know their child. to have a greater input in their child’s education.

Unfortunately today, Texas does not offer this education option to its citizens with autism and 1
would like to see autism scholarships brought to Texas. | believe it is time for our elected leaders
{o take a hard look into the current issues and struggles facing our families today. And while
doing so. thev should look into Texas’s future to see what the long-term effects our current
limited educational svstem will have on the families and communities of children with autism.
Only then will our leaders begin to understand that this issue of school choice for students with
autism is not about poor performing schools or inadequate teachers. It is simply about a subset of
children with complex educational challenges who when provided with most appropriate
cducational opportunities available have shown to have tremendous potential.

Thank vou for serving in the Texas state legislature and for taking into consideration my view in
favor of bringing education scholarships for students with autism to Texas.

Very Truly Yours,

Kimber!
Special Education Teacher S NGB

Frisco, TX




August 5, 2006
Senator Judith Zaffirini

District 21
Capitol Office: CAP 1E.12
Capitol Address: P.O. Box 12068
Austin, Texas 78711
Capitol Phone: (512) 463-0121

RE: Autism Education Scholarships
Honorable Zaffirini:

I am sure you are aware of the unique educational challenges each student with autism
faces. These challenges in the classroom are as different and as complex as each
‘ndividual child that falls on the vast autism spectrum. Because of this complexity several
states in the nation have already recognized the need for and developed specialized
education legislation offering families a choice in how they educate their special needs
child. Ohio tops the list with their successful Autism Education Scholarship Program.

Unfortunately today, Texas does not offer this education option to its citizens with autism
and as a grandparent and guardian of a child with autism I would like to see autism
scholarships brought to Texas. Ibelieve itis time for our elected leaders to take a hard
look into the current issues and struggles facing our families today. And while doing

so, they should look into Texas's future to see what the long-term effects our current
limited educational system will have on the families and communities of children with
autism. Only then will our leaders begin to understand that this issue of school choice
for students with autism is not about poor performing schools or inadequate teachers but
simply about a subset of children with complex educational challenges who when
provided with most appropriate educational opportunities available have shown to

have tremendous potential and therefore can make a positive impact on the future of the
Lone Star state.

Thank you for serving in the Texas state legislature and for taking into consideration my
view in favor of bringing education scholarships for students with autism to Texas.

Linda—
L

Alvin, TXIIEGGD:
D




Honorable Shapiro- 9/15/06

My son, Eric- is 8 years old, non-verbal and has Autism. Eric has unique learning
disabilities and requires one-on-one attention and learning style. The local public school
was not a fit for my son for the lack of expert help needed for his needs.

I have to home school him with the help of private therapists and consultants. The cost is
at $90/hr per consultant and a $20/hr per therapist.

I support any scholarship or tax deduction that would help defray the costs for parents
who have very little options in educating their children.

Thank you for serving in the Texas state legislature and for taking into consideration my
view in favor of bringing education scholarships for students with autism to Texas.

Sincerely,

Gina_

Houston, TX IR




September 18, 2006

Senator Florence Shapiro-Chair of the Public Education Committee
RE: Autism Education Scholarships

Honorable Senator Shapiro,

I am writing as the parent of a child with autism, and as a tax payer. We have had our
child in public school for three years now. Prior to that, we had her enrolled in a private
program where she received a rigorous and structured educational program, which was a
behavioral paradigm called ABA, or Applied Behavior Analysis. Not only did my child
make progress in the private setting, she exceeded all expectations. She became verbal,
developed fine and gross motor skills, and most of her problematic behaviors were
extinguished. She was even learning to read.

The only reason we enrolled our daughter in public school was for lack of funds to
continue her private program. It has been a struggle to deal with the public school
system. Most mainstream public school teachers are at a loss for how to deal with the
very complex nature of autism. Even those that attend regular training programs fall
short. My daughter, who was making such remarkable progress in a private setting, lost
academic skills at an alarming rate, and developed a whole new set of behavioral “issues”
once enrolled in public school. Each year, my child’s Individual Education Plan included
targeted skills to bring her back to where she was academically upon leaving our private
program. Each year she failed to master, or re-acquire, the skills that she demonstrated in
the private setting.

When we came to the school to observe our daughter’s education, we were surprised to

find her at the back of the classroom, unattended, with earphones on her head. She was
supposedly listening to a story on the computer. For a child at my daughter’s functional
level, this was laughable. This was not an isolated incident, unfortunately.

We repeatedly requested, then begged, our public school to provide specialized training
for the teachers that were involved in our daughter’s educational process. After two
years, they finally did. By that time, we had made the decision to move to another school
district. Though overall we have found our new district to be more involved and
infinitely more serious about our IEP goals, I am the frequent recipient of phone calls
from the teacher, asking me how to handle any given situation or behavior demonstrated
by my daughter.

Educating children with autism requires expertise. Putting a child with an autism
spectrum disorder in a public school setting with inadequate supports and poorly trained
staff is akin to treating a malignant tumor in an auto body shop. I know this sounds like a
comical and extreme analogy, but unfortunately in most cases it is true.




Because of this complexity several states have already recognized the need for and
developed specialized education legislation offering families a choice in how they
educate their special needs child. Ohio tops the list with their successful Autism
Education Scholarship Program.

Unfortunately today, Texas does not offer this education option and as a parent with a
child with autism I \would like to see autism scholarships brought to Texas. It is time for
our elected leaders to take a hard look into the current issues and struggles facing our
families today. And while doing so, they should look into Texas’s future to see what the
long-term effects our current limited educational system will have on the families of
children with autism, and in the state of Texas in general.

Please consider the cost of an effective education today- where the results could be a
functional adult citizen vs. a costly future of constant care and possible

institutionalization. The costs are staggering.

Thank you for serving in the Texas state legislature and for supporting my view in favor
of bringing education scholarships for students with autism to Texas.

Sincerely,
Aliza-
Katy, Texas\I IR




From: Sony
Subject: Autism Education Scholarships

Date: September 4, 2006 11:33:06 AMCDT
Tob

9-5-06

Senator Shapiro
Austin, TX
RE: Autism Education Scholarships

Honorable Shapiro,

| am sure you are aware of the unique educational challenges each
student with autism faces. These challenges in the classroom are as
different and as complex as each individual child that falls on the vast
autism spectrum. Because of this complexity several states in the nation
have already recognized the need for and developed specialized education
legislation offering famnilies a choice in how they educate their special
needs child. Ohio tops the list with their successful Autism Education
Scholarship Program.

Unfortunately today, Texas does not offer this education option to its
citizens with autism and as a parent with a child with autism | would

like to see autism scholarships brought to Texas. | believe it is time

for our elected leaders to take a hard look into the current issues and
struggles facing our families today. And while doing so, they should

look into Texas’s future to see what the long-term effects our current
limited educational system will have on the families and communities of
children with autism. Only then will our leaders begin to understand

that this issue of school choice for students with autism is not about

poor performing schools or inadequate teachers but simply about a subset
of children with complex educational challenges who when provided with
most appropriate educational opportunities available have shown to have
tremendous potential and therefore can make a positive impact on the
future of the Lone Star state.

Thank you for serving in the Texas state legislature and for taking
into consideration my view in favor of bringing education scholarships for
students with autism to Texas.

Thank you,




Erom: R stacy L "D

Subject: letter to senator
Date: September 7, 2006 11:10:48 AM CDT
To:

9/7/06

Senator

Austin, TX

RE: Autism Education Scholarships

Honorable

| am sure you are aware of the unique educational challenges each student with autism
faces. These challenges in the classroom are as different and as complex as each
individual child that falls on the vast autism spectrum. Because of this complexity several
states in the nation have already recognized the need for and developed specialized
education legislation offering families a choice in how they educate their special needs
child. Ohio tops the list with their successtul Autism Education Scholarship Program.

Unfortunately today, Texas does not offer this education option 1o its citizens with autism
and as a parent with a child with autism | would like to see autism scholarships brought to
Texas. | believe it is time for our elected leaders to take a hard look into the current
issues and struggles facing our families today. And while doing so, they should look into
Texas's future to see what the long-term effects our current limited educational system
will have on the families and communities of children with autism. Only then will our
leaders begin to understand that this issue of school choice for students with autism is not
about poor performing schools or inadequate teachers but simply about a subset of
children with complex educational challenges who when provided with most appropriate
educational opportunities available have shown to have tremendous potential and
therefore can make a positive impact on the future of the Lone Star state.

Thank you for serving in the Texas state legislature and for taking into consideration my
view in favor of bringing education scholarships for students with autism to Texas.

stocy WD

Galveston, TX -




From: Valeﬂm
Subject: Autism Education Scholarshi

Date: September 4, 2006 10:09:40 AMCDT
To:

September 4, 2006
>
>Senator

>

>Austin, TX

>

>Autism Education Scholarships

>

>Honorable

>

>| am sure you are aware of the unique educational challenges each
student with autism faces. These challenges in the classroom are as
different and as complex as each individual child that falls on the vast
autism spectrum. Because of this complexity several states in the nation
have already recognized the need for and developed specialized education
legislation offering families a choice in how they educate their

special needs child. Ohio tops the list with their successful Autism
Education Scholarship Program.

>

>Unfortunately today, Texas does not offer this education option to its
citizens with autism and as a parent with a child with autism | would

like to see autism scholarships brought to Texas. | believe it is time

for our elected leaders to take a hard look into the current issues and
struggles facing our families today. And while doing so, they should

look into Texas's future to see what the long-term effects our current
limited educational system will have on the families and communities of
children with autism. Only then will our leaders begin to understand

that this issue of school choice for students with autism is not about

poor performing schools or inadequate teachers but simply about a subset
of children with complex educational challenges who when provided with
most appropriate educational opportunities available have shown to have
tremendous potential and therefore can make a positive impact on the
future of the Lone Star state.

>

>Thank you for serving in the Texas state legislature and for taking

into consideration my view in favor of bringing education scholarships

for students with autism to Texas.

>

>

Get your email and more, right on the pew _Yahoo.com



tror:
Subject: Letter for Wednesday... Is This rrect?
Date: September 4, 2006 6:32:44 AMCDT
To: _

Public Education Committee members-
Chair: Senator Florence Shapiro
Vice-Chair: Senator Royce West

Members:

Senator Kip Averitt

Senator Kyle Janek

Senator Steve Ogden
Senator Todd Staples
Senator Leticia Van de Putte
Senator Tommy Williams
Senator Judith Zaftirini

September 4. 2006

Senator's

Austin, TX

RE: Autism Education Scholarships

Honorable

I am sure vou are aware of the unique cducational challenges each student with autism faces. These challenges in the classroom are as different and as complex as each
individual child that falls on the vast autism spectrum. Because of this complexity several states in the nation have already recognized the need for and developed
specialized education legislation offering families a choice in how they educate their special needs child. Ohio tops the list with their successful Autism Education

Scholarship Program.

Unfortunately today. Texas does not offer this education option 1o its citizens with autism and as a parent with a child with autism I would like to see autism
scholarships brought to Texas. Ibelieve it is time for our clected leaders to take a hard look into the current issues and struggles facing our families today. And while
doing so. they should look into Texas's futurc to see what the long-term effects our current limited educational system will have on the families and communities of
children with autism. Only then will our Jeaders begin to understand that this issue of school choice for students with autism is not about poor performing schools or
inadequate teachers but simply about a subset of children with complex educational challenges who when provided with most appropriate educational opportunitics
available have shown to have tremendous potential and therefore can make a positive impact on the future of the Lone Star state.

Thank vou for serving in the Texas state legislature and for taking into consideration my view in favor of bringing education scholarships for students with autism to

Texas.

| am the mother of a 6 year old autistic child. Since my son's diagnosis, my husband and myself have spent upwards of $75,000. (In a year and a half) While most of this money
has gone to Board Certified Behavior Analysts (consultants) and Applied Behaviorial Analysis Therapists for in-home 1:1 therapies, quite a large chunk has had to be channeied
into private schooling with in-school “shadows”. (ABA Therapists acting as “personal assistants” to aide in immediate correction of inappropriate social behaviors, freeing the teacher
in the classroom to teach, and my son to integrate into a regular classroom setting with typicaily developing piers as role models) While I'd love to be able to have my son integrate
into a public school classroom, the law does not allow me to hire the public school shadows (paid for by my tax dollars) to participate in at home "team meetings", attended by all of
his therapists and the consultant, to generalize his program across the span of the entire day. Neither am | allowed to hire a personal shadow for him to go to the' public school and
assist/ gather information about what problems we may need to work on at home/ liason, etc. Unfortunately, that leaves me not only paying for the shadow, but also a school. A
scholarship would be an ideal way for our cash hemorrhaging family to cope. | appreciate any help you can offer to the families of autistic children in the Great State of Texas.

Sincerely.




From: Sand
Subject: autism letter
Date: September 4, 2006 9:29:42 AM CDT
To: )

Senator Shapiro

Austin, TX

RE: Autism Education Scholarships

| am sure you are aware of the unique educational
challenges each

student with autism faces. These challenges in the
classroom are as

different and as complex as each individual child that
falls on the vast

autism spectrum. Because of this complexity several
states in the nation

have already recognized the need for and developed
specialized education

legislation offering families a choice in how they
educate their special

needs child. Ohio tops the list with their successful
Autism Education

Scholarship Program.

Unfortunately today, Texas does not offer this
education option to its

aitizens with autism and as a parent with a child with
autism | would

like to see autism scholarships brought to Texas. |
believe it is time

for our elected leaders to take a hard look into the
current issues and

struggles facing our families today. And while doing
s0, they should

look into Texas's future to see what the long-term
effects our current

limited educational system will have on the families
and communities of

children with autism. Only then will our leaders begin
to understand

that this issue of school choice for students with
autism is not about

poor performing schools or inadequate teachers but
simply about a subset

of children with complex educational challenges who
when provided with

most appropriate educational opportunities available
have shown to have

tremendous potential and therefore can make a positive
impact on the

future of the Lone Star state.

Thank you for serving in the Texas state legislature
and for taking

into consideration my view in favor of bringing
education scholarships for

students with autism to Texas.

Sandy QD

iving, TX (D




August 3, 2006

Senator Florence Shapiro
PO Box 12068 Capitol Station
Austin, TX 78711

RE: Autism Education Scholarships
Honorable Florence Shapiro

I am sure you are aware of the unique educational challenges each
student with autism faces. These challenges in the classroom are as
different and as complex as each individual child that falls on the
vast autism spectrum. Because of this complexity several states in
the nation have already recognized the need for and developed
specialized education legislation offering families a choice in how
they educate their special needs child. Ohio tops the list with
their successful Autism Education Scholarship Program.

Unfortunately today, Texas does not offer this education option to
its citizens with autism and as a parent with a child with autism I
would like to see autism scholarships brought to Texas. I believe it
is time for our elected leaders to take a hard look into the current
issues and struggles facing our families today. And while doing so,
they should lock into Texas’s future to see what the long-term
effects our current limited educational system will have on the
families and communities of children with autism. Only then will our
leaders begin to understand that this issue of school choice for
students with autism is not about poor performing schools or
inadequate teachers but simply about a subset of children with
complex educational challenges who when provided with most
appropriate educational opportunities available have shown to have
tremendous potential and therefore can make a positive impact on the
future of the Lone Star state.

Thank you for serving in the Texas state legislature and for taking
into consideration my view in favor of bringing education

scholarships for students with autism to Texas.

Sincerely,

Lenore

Lubbock, TX




September 10, 2006

Senator Florence Shapiro-Chair of the Public Education Committee
Austin, TX

RE: Autism Education Scholarships

Honorable Shapiro-

On January 12, 1993, you were sworn into the Office of Senator of Texas. I have had the pleasure of
meeting you in person in Austin and I appreciate your devotion to our state’s education and laws. I
recognize you as an expert in your field as a Senator and legislator for the state of Texas and its members.

Two years before you were sworn into Office, our youngest son, Jonathan, was sworn into a different life
path: Autism. Please consider me a specialist in this area as caretaker of our son and with 5 years
experience proven to know the best educational and medical methods that have helped our son to date.

My family has appreciated the public services offered to us through the State of Texas Public Education
System and participated for J onathan’s first two years of education. After many attempts of working with
the school’s administration, the teachers and school environment were not trained and ready for Autism.
We removed Jonathan from public school and enrolled him into a private education treatment center that
had a proven method of teaching children with Autism.

We paid out of pocket (our savings) for his private education because we could not receive the level of
education he needed in our public school. Our goal was to find the right method of teaching for Jonathan

and build a capable foundation so he could learn in the public school environment.

Starting August 7, 2006, we have accomplished our goal. Jonathan is back in Allen ISD and he would not
be at this stage, ready to learn, without the Private Education we invested in.

I don’t see our situation as a failure on the Public Education’s part. I truly felt that they were not prepared,
nor may ever be, to help teach a foundation for learning to children with Autism.

I support the Autism Education Scholarship Program because it can give a family a choice of education for
their child. If the Public Education is not the appropriate education plan for their child, they can have the

scholarship to help get to the private education treatments that will educate their child.

Thank you,

David and Maureen SSNNG0P
Allen, Texas D




From: "GAIL
Subject: Autism Scholarship
Date: September 10, 2006 10:36:50 AM CDT
To:

e wmmen am was ARRg AN — e - oo

9/10/2006

Senator Florence Shapiro-Chair of the Public Education Committee
Austin, TX
RE: Autism Education Scholarships

Honorable Shapiro-

I am the 58 year old grandmother and guardian of an 8 year old child with Autism his name is Zach. My husband (he is 60.
years old) and I live in a small rural town of 1500 people with a tiny school district. 1 am sure you are aware of the unique
educational challenges each student with autism faces. These challenges in the classroom are as different and as complex as
each individual child that falls on the vast autism spectrum. Because of this complexity several states in the nation have
already recognized the need for and developed specialized education legislation offering families a choice in how they
educate their autistic child. Ohio tops the list with their successful Autism Education Scholarship Program.

Unfortunately today, Texas does not offer this education option to its citizens with autism and as a parent with a child with
autism I would like to see autism scholarships brought to Texas. I know that our grandchild Zach will outlive my husband
and me (unless God has another unforeseen plan). I wish to see that Zach receives an education that will make him an
independent and a productive adult member of the great state of Texas. I believe it is time for our elected leaders to take a
hard look into the current educational issues and struggles facing our families today. And while doing so, they should look
into Texas’s future to see what the long-term

effects our current limited educational system will have on the families and communities of children with autism and also
the high cost it will be to the state to take care of them as they become adults. Only then will our leaders begin to
understand that this issue of school choice for students with autism is not about poor performing schools or inadequate
teachers. Indeed the school (Wolfe City Independent School District) has tried for the last 5 years to do everything possible
to educate Zach, but the problems he has with communication, social skills and behavior has proven difficult and virtually
impossible for them to know what to do. Children on the Autism Spectrum are a subset of children with complex
educational challenges who when provided with most appropriate educational opportunities available have shown to have
tremendous potential and therefore can make a positive impact on the future of the Lone Star state.

Thank you for serving in the Texas state legislature and for taking into consideration my view in favor of bringing education

scholarships for students with autism to Texas.
I sent you a picture of our little guy, but he will not be little forever let's give him a chance to be all he can be.

cai
Wolfe City, Texas -




From: "Stephanic S

Subject:
Date: September 10, 2006 3:16;19 PM CDT
To:

September 10, 2006

Senator Florence Shapiro-Chair of the Public Education Committee
Austin, TX

RE: Autism Education Scholarships

Honorable Shapiro-

| am sure you are aware of the unique educational challenges each student with autism faces.
These challenges in the classroom are as different and as complex as each individual child that falls
on the vast autism spectrum. Because of this complexity several states in the nation have already
recognized the need for and developed specialized education legislation offering families a choice in
how they educate their special needs child. Ohio tops the list with their successful Autism Education

Scholarship Program.

Unfortunately today, Texas does not offer any educational options to its citizens with autism and as a
parent with older children affected by autism | would like to see autism scholarships brought to
Texas. My children have had to rely on me as their teacher since the fourth grade because public
school was unable to meet their needs in spite of IDEA and private school was financially out-of-
reach. Had scholarships been available, my children would have had many more options; not just in
the private sector, but | know the influence of scholarships would have forced my public district to
compete and thereby come closer to what my children needed. | believe scholarships would have a
positive impact on all sectors of education and the community.

It is time for our elected leaders to take a hard look into the current issues and struggles facing our
families today. And while doing so, they should look into Texas’s future to see what the long-term
effects our current limited educational system will have on the families and communities of children
with autism. Only then will our leaders begin to understand that this issue of school choice for
students with autism is not about poor performing schools or untrained teachers but simply about a
subset of children with complex edu