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State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR™) 

Performance Labels and Policy Definitions 
 

The Texas Education Agency (TEA), in cooperation with the Texas Higher Education Coordinating 
Board (THECB), convened a Performance Descriptor Advisory Committee (PDAC) in fall 2010 to 
recommend performance labels and policy definitions for the performance standards of the State of 
Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR). The purpose of the performance labels and policy 
definitions is to describe the general level of knowledge and skills evident at each performance level for 
all grades and subjects. The committee represented the diversity of stakeholders in public education and 
higher education in Texas. For more information about committee membership and the discussions and 
recommendations of this committee, a report is available in Appendix A of the House Bill 3 Transition 
Plan at http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/hb3plan/.  
 
Following the meeting, TEA staff used the PDAC recommendations to draft final TEA staff 
recommendations for performance labels and policy definitions. These staff recommendations were 
presented to a representative group of PDAC members and received their unanimous approval. The 
commissioner of education subsequently approved the recommendations.  
 
There will be two cut scores, which will identify three performance categories. For the general STAAR 
assessments, STAAR Spanish, and STAAR L, the labels for the performance categories are: 
  

• Level III: Advanced Academic Performance  
• Level II: Satisfactory Academic Performance 
• Level I: Unsatisfactory Academic Performance  

 
Below are the policy definitions for the general STAAR assessments, STAAR Spanish, and STAAR L. 
 
Level III: Advanced Academic Performance*  
Performance in this category indicates that students are well prepared for the next grade or course. 
They demonstrate the ability to think critically and apply the assessed knowledge and skills in varied 
contexts, both familiar and unfamiliar. Students in this category have a high likelihood of success in the 
next grade or course with little or no academic intervention.  
* For Algebra II and English III, this level of performance also indicates students are well prepared for 
postsecondary success.  
 
Level II: Satisfactory Academic Performance**  
Performance in this category indicates that students are sufficiently prepared for the next grade or 
course. They generally demonstrate the ability to think critically and apply the assessed knowledge and 
skills in familiar contexts. Students in this category have a reasonable likelihood of success in the next 
grade or course but may need short-term, targeted academic intervention.  
** For Algebra II and English III, this level of performance also indicates students are sufficiently prepared for 
postsecondary success.  
 
Level I: Unsatisfactory Academic Performance  
Performance in this category indicates that students are inadequately prepared for the next grade or 
course. They do not demonstrate a sufficient understanding of the assessed knowledge and skills. 
Students in this category are unlikely to succeed in the next grade or course without significant, ongoing 
academic intervention. 
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STAAR Modified has the same performance labels as the general STAAR assessments but different 
policy definitions. The STAAR Modified performance labels and policy definitions can be found on the 
STAAR Modified webpage at http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/special-ed/staarm/.  
 
For the STAAR Alternate assessments, the performance labels are 
  

• Level III: Accomplished Academic Performance  
• Level II: Satisfactory Academic Performance  
• Level I: Unsatisfactory Academic Performance  

 
The policy definitions for the STAAR Alternate performance labels can be found on the STAAR 
Alternate webpage at http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/special-ed/staaralt/. 
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Measures of College and Career Readiness 
 

Texas Education Code 39.024 – Measure of College Readiness 
 
§ 39.024 (a)  In this section, "college readiness" means the level of preparation a student must attain in English 
language arts and mathematics courses to enroll and succeed, without remediation, in an entry-level general 
education course for credit in that same content area for a baccalaureate degree or associate degree program 
at: 
 

(1) a general academic teaching institution, as defined by Section 61.003, other than a research institution, 
as categorized under the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board's accountability system; or 
 

(2) a postsecondary educational institution that primarily offers associate degrees or certificates or 
credentials other than baccalaureate or advanced degrees. 

 
 
§ 39.024 (f) – The agency, in collaboration with the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, shall conduct 
research studies similar to the studies conducted under Subsection (c) for the appropriate science and social 
studies end-of-course assessment instruments.  If the commissioner of education, in collaboration with the 
commissioner of higher education, determines that the research studies conducted under this subsection 
substantiate a correlation between a certain level of performance by students on science and social studies end-
of-course assessment instruments and college readiness, the commissioner of education, in collaboration with the 
commissioner of higher education, as soon as practicable, may establish student performance standards for the 
science and social studies end-of-course assessment instruments indicating that students have attained college 
readiness. 
 
The primary source of evidence to inform science and social studies postsecondary readiness 
indicators will be longitudinal data from STAAR students. The first wave of data for these 
analyses will be available during the 2015-2016 academic year – when the first cohort of high-
stakes STAAR students enters college. Analysis will focus on the extent to which performance 
on STAAR science and social studies assessments provides information about the likelihood of 
postsecondary success above and beyond the information already provided by Algebra II and 
English III scores. If longitudinal analyses point to a predictive value-add associated with STAAR 
science and social studies assessments, postsecondary readiness standards could be set and 
then implemented for the 2018-2019 school year. 
 
 
§ 39.024 (i) – The agency shall gather data and conduct research to substantiate any correlation between a 
certain level of performance by students on end-of-course assessment instruments and success in: 
 

(1) military service; or 
 

(2)  a workforce training, certification, or other credential program at a postsecondary educational 
institution that primarily offers associate degrees or certificates or credentials other than 
baccalaureate or advanced degrees. 

 
TEA has planned validity studies focused on linking STAAR EOC scores to appropriate military- 
and workforce-specific measures. Results of these studies will provide validity evidence to 
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inform the first STAAR EOC review of performance standards, which is scheduled for fall 2014. 
For military readiness measures, STAAR assessments will be linked to ASVAB1 benchmarks 
indicating preparedness for general military enlistment. In addition, STAAR assessments will be 
linked to SAT and ACT benchmarks indicating readiness for college-based officer training 
programs (i.e., ROTC). For workforce readiness measures, STAAR scores will be linked to 
student performance in technical or certificate-bearing colleges in Texas. In addition, to address 
the workforce readiness component of § 39.024, STAAR assessments will be linked to career 
readiness benchmarks on the ACT WorkKeys2 assessments. 
 
 

Performance Standards Review 
 
Texas Education Code 39.0242 – Measure of College Readiness: Performance 
Standards 
 
§ 39.0242 (d) – The agency shall continue to gather data and perform studies as provided under this section at 
least once every three years.  If the data do not support the correlation between student performance standards 
and college readiness, the commissioner of education, in collaboration with the commissioner of higher education, 
shall revise the standard of performance considered to be satisfactory. 
 
Consistent with legislation, the first standards review is scheduled for fall 2014. Data analysis 
for the 2014 standards review will be modeled after the 2012 STAAR EOC standard setting 
validity studies, although in this instance high-stakes STAAR scores and additional external 
assessments will be available. TEA will collect external assessment scores (e.g., SAT, ACT, AP, 
ACCUPLACER, PSAT, PLAN, ASVAB, WorkKeys) from high-stakes STAAR examinees. 
Analysis of paired (STAAR and external) scores and external benchmarks will provide validity 
evidence to inform potential revisions to performance standards. The same data collection 
procedures will be used for 2017 standards review; during that iteration, data on STAAR 
students’ college course performance will also be used. 

                                                            
1
 Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery 
2
 Career readiness and placement assessments generally administered upon entry into the workforce 
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I	‐	15	

STAAR Grades 3–8 Standard Setting and Reporting Timeline 
 
Why are students taking the STAAR 3-8 tests in April, but not getting their results 
until January? 
 
House Bill 3 requires that the STAAR performance standards be aligned from grade 3 through 
high school. To fulfill this requirement, the Texas Education Agency (TEA) had to set 
performance standards for STAAR EOC assessments at the high school level before setting 
performance standards for STAAR grades 3–8. Based on the requirements in law that TEA 
determine STAAR EOC cut scores by looking at a variety of external data, the earliest that 
STAAR EOC performance standards could be established was April 2012. Given this, the 
performance standards for STAAR grades 3–8 could not be set in time to report spring 2012 
passing standards in the regular time frame. These performance standards will be established in 
fall 2012 and will then be applied to spring 2012 test scores. 
 
What happens between April testing and January reporting? 
 

 April 2012—students take STAAR 3–8 
 May 2012—districts receive student rosters and summary reports indicating total 

number of correct answers (raw score) for students, but not the associated scale score 
or performance level/passing status 

 June-September 2012—research studies are conducted which relate STAAR 3–8 results 
to TAKS, to other STAAR tests (e.g. grade 3 reading to grade 4 reading), and to 
established national and international assessments such as EXPLORE, Readistep, NAEP, 
and PISA. 

 October 2012—approximately 250 Texas educators participate on committees that 
review STAAR 3–8 tests, the TEKS curriculum, the performance of Texas students ,and 
the outcomes of research studies to recommend cut points for Level II: Satisfactory 
Academic Performance (passing) and for Level III: Advanced Academic Performance 

 November 2012—Texas Commissioner of Education approves performance standards 
for STAAR 3–8. 

 December 2012—performance standards are applied to student test score results and 
reports are generated. 

 January 2013—reports indicating student raw scores, scale scores, and performance 
level/passing status arrive in school districts. 
 

 
During this same timeframe Texas is also setting performance standards for STAAR EOC 
Modified (August 2012), STAAR Alternate (September 2012), and STAAR 3–8 Modified 
(November 2012). 
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What will the schedule for 2013 STAAR reporting be? 
 
Beginning with the 2013 spring STAAR administrations, students, schools, and districts will 
receive reports which include raw scores, scale scores, and performance level/passing status for 
all STAAR EOC, STAAR 3–8, STAAR Modified, and STAAR Alternate tests in a normal 
timeframe—before the end of the school year. 
 
For more information, visit the Texas Education Agency’s website: 
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/staar. 
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