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SB 89 WILL HELP MORE KIDS EAT RIGHT DURING SUMMER

The Center for Public Policy Priorities supports Senate Bill (SB) 89, which would ensure more children in low-
income neighborhoods have access to nutritious meals during the summer. This legislation would increase the
number of school districts subject to a state law requiring districts in low-income communities to operate the
program. The Summer Food Program provides over $52 million in federal funds each year to low-income
communities in Texas to help serve nutritious meals to children in safe, enriching environments. The Summer Food
Program is critical in a state like Texas, where too many children are in poor nutritional health. Texas has one of the
largest School Lunch Programs in the nation, serving meals to over 2.8 million low-income children every day. The
Summer Food Program is intended to serve the same population, yet it reaches only a fraction of the low-income

children who eat lunch during the school year. The primary barrier is a lack of sponsors.

Current Summer Food Statute
In 19937, the Texas Legislature passed Senate Bill

(SB) 714 mandating school districts in which 60
percent or more of their students qualify for free or
reduced-price lunch to sponsor the Summer Food
Program. School districts have the option to request a
waiver of the requirement if they can demonstrate a
barrier to participation, including the availability of
another provider, transportation barriers, fewer than
100 students eligible, inadequate facilities, or other
extenuating circumstances.

> In 2010, 407 school districts were subject to the
requirement, and the Texas Department of

Agriculture (TDA) waived the requirement for
95 of them.

» Transportation cost is the single largest obstacle
keeping school districts from participating,
representing 53 percent of the waivers.

Since SB 714, the number of summer food sponsors
in Texas has increased 60 percent, quadrupling the
number of children who have access to nutritious
meals during the summer. In 2010, Texas received
$52 million in federal funds to serve 21 million meals
to more than 450,000 children.
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Despite this progress, only one-in-six children (16
percent) who qualify for free or reduced price school
meals received a lunch through the Summer Food
Program in 2010.

HB 643

e Expands the mandate to cover school districts in
which 50 or more of their students qualify for free
or reduced-price lunch.

® Maintains waiver criteria.

® Requires the board of trustees to approve a school
district’s request for a waiver before it can be

granted by TDA.

» This legislation would increase the number of
districts required to operate a program by 60
percent, or 246 districts. However, 73 of these
districts already sponsor the summer program.

» Maximizing federal funding for nutrition
assistance is critical the potential for devastating
cuts to other essential services in 2012-13.

The following map shows the potential increase in
summer food sites under SB 89. Summer food
participation by district is also attached.
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HB 643/SB 89 Would Expand Summer Food
Programs for Needy Children in 116 Counties

HB 643/SB 89 would
increase the number of
summer food programs

in lJow-income neighborhoods
by requiring more school
districts to operate a program.

Summer Food Program

No Summer Food Program

One or More Summer Food Programs

&% Number of summer food sites would increase under HB643/SB 89

Source: Texas Department of Agriculture. Summer program data is the average daily participation for summer 2010.




2010 Summer Food Program Data for Selected Counties

Coun articipatior ncl eimbursemen
Bailey 1 2 312 26% $11,320.35
Bexar 23 401 29,940 14% $3,273,152.36
Brazos 2 22 1,703 11% $228,017.01
Burleson 3 3 306 19% $12,735.73
Collin 5 15 2,794 8% $328,300.74
Cochran 1 1 189 35% $8,079.10
Dallam 1 1 121 11% $7,076.30
Dallas 79 1,131 90,635 29% $13,592,972.68
Deaf Smith 1 2 504 14% $42,683.57
Ector 2 12 1,095 7% $103,449.46
Gaines 1 1 143 8% $6,033.37
Grimes 1 2 396 14% $21,048.00
Hansford 1 1 0 0% $9,646.00
Harris 31 995 97,282 19% $11,249,652.18
Houston 1 1 107 5% $5,203.85
Howard 1 5 437 14% $33,756.46
Hutchinson 1 1 148 T% $22,617.00
Lee 1 2 200 11% $11,326.86
Limestone 1 1 429 15% $12,150.00
Lipscomb 1 1 115 22% $6,518.90
Madison 1 1 105 6% $5,671.30
Midland 1 16 873 7% $135,777.11
Milam 2 3 443 15% $21,334.47
Ochiltree 1 4 421 29% $21,474.59
Parmer 2 2 403 22% $22,418.63
Potter 3 46 2,059 9% $272,036.03
Robertson 3 5 455 22% $22,641.40
Sherman 2 2 184 37% $10,123.87
Tarrant 22 314 24,427 14% $3,374,807.85
Trinity 1 1 241 15% $22,789.80
Walker 1 6 443 10% $42,374.00
Williamson 6 26 2,380 7% $224,106.04
Yoakum 2 2 343 28% $18,815.71
Texas 624 5,082 259,632 16% $52,697,483

Notes: School lunch data are from TEA for March 2010. Summer Food Program data are from TDA.
e

3





