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CHARGES TO THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 
 

 
 

1. Review the performance and accountability of the state's charter schools. 
Specifically, study the following:  

o Options for increasing the number of outstanding charter schools;  
o Best practices employed by high performing charter schools and make 

recommendations for ways to implement these strategies in other charter 
and public schools;  

o Feasibility of operating charter schools focused on providing high quality 
education for students with disabilities, such as autism;  

o Charter school initiatives in other states, specifically including incentives 
for public education campuses to become charter schools;  

o Options for development and funding of a charter schools facilities 
program.  
 

2. Review the state's education policy and initiatives regarding middle grades. 
Make recommendations to ensure a comprehensive state strategy for preparing 
students at the middle grades for high school retention and success. This review 
should include an examination of school-based strategies and best practices that 
encourage at-risk youth to finish school and that deter delinquency, drug abuse 
and violence.  
 

3. Review teacher compensation, evaluations, professional development, 
certification and training programs. Specifically, review the following:  

o Teacher compensation including the Minimum Salary Schedule, 
incentive pay, merit pay, and stipends;  

o How teacher evaluations can be effective mechanisms for increasing 
student achievement and improving instructional practices by including 
multiple measures, particularly student achievement data based on 
growth. Evaluate how teacher evaluations can direct district decisions on 
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providing professional development, mentoring, intervention, and 
possible dismissal in response to underperforming teachers;  

o State sponsored professional development initiatives including the 
alignment of professional development with curriculum and real work 
experiences and the value of professional development for bilingual, ESL 
and special education teachers in increasing student achievement.  

o Need to adopt statewide standards for teacher certification and in-service 
training programs for regular and special education teachers at both the 
pre-service and in-service levels to ensure all teachers are highly 
qualified to teach students with disabilities.  

 
4. Examine cost drivers in education including state requirements that impact 

school district budgets. Recommend opportunities for achieving cost 
efficiencies.  
 

5. Study the efficacy of immersion versus dual-language instruction of English as 
a second language students. Make recommendations for improving programs 
and instituting best practices.  

 
6. Study the effectiveness of Texas school districts' special education programs. 

Review the range of needs of special education students, districts' ability to 
provide an appropriate education for these students, and assess the effectiveness 
of programs currently funded for special education. Make recommendations for 
improvement.  

 
7. Review dual credit courses including the cost of delivery, funding mechanisms, 

and possibility of a statewide dual credit system. This review should also 
include an examination of the rigor, quality and consistency of dual credit 
courses. (Joint charge with Senate Higher Education Committee)  

 
8. Monitor the implementation of legislation addressed by the Senate Committee 

on Education, 81st Legislature, Regular and Called Sessions, and make 
recommendations for any legislation needed to improve, enhance, and/or 
complete implementation. Review the implementation of legislation related to 
the state's accountability system including the revised dropout rate calculation, 
textbooks, and the virtual school network. Specifically, monitor the following:  

o HB 3, relating to public school accountability;  
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o HB 2488, relating to open-source textbooks, and HB 4294, relating to 
textbooks and the use of technology;  

o HB 3646, relating to public school finance and programs; and  
o SB 174, relating to an accountability system for educator preparation 

programs.  
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COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
PREAMBLE 
The recommendations of the Senate Education Committee provide ideas to 
improve student achievement within the context of each charge.  The committee 
remains mindful of the budgetary constraints facing the legislature in the next 
legislative session.  While the recommendations  include those with a fiscal 
impact, the committee does not recommend increasing the net cost of education 
funding to the state.  Recommendations with costs should either replace less 
beneficial spending or be reserved for a future time when funding may be 
available. 
 

Interim Charge 1 - Charter Schools 
The Senate Education Committee held a hearing on March 22, 2010 
and received both invited and public testimony on interim charge one.  Digital 
recordings of the hearings along with submitted written materials are available via 
the Education Committee's website at: 
http://www.senate.state.tx.us/75r/senate/commit/c530/c530.htm 
 
Recommendations: 
1) Ensure commissioner's authority, based on the best interests of the students, to 

take action regarding a charter application or holder due to a violation of the 
charter:  

 including failure to satisfy accountability provisions prescribed by the 
charter;  

 failure to satisfy generally accepted accounting standards of fiscal 
management; and  

 failure to protect the safety of the students enrolled at the school.   
 

2) Ensure performance monitoring for special mission charter schools is 
appropriate for the population served. 
 

3) Extend the Permanent School Fund bond guarantee to academically and 
financially sound charter schools. 

 
4) Remove the cap on the number of charters able to be awarded. 
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5) Establish an alternative for turning over consistently poor performing campuses 
to high performing charter management organizations. 
 

6) Allow for more new charter school campuses that primarily serve students with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder. 
 

7) Exempt charter facilities leased by a private owner from property taxes for the 
duration of the lease agreement. 
 

8) Provide charter schools with greater access to existing public school facilities 
with vacant or unused facilities.   

 
9) Review the funding structures of per pupil allotments for children attending 

public charter schools and alter them to more accurately reflect per pupil 
allotments for children attending public district schools. 

 

Interim Charge 2 - Middle Grades 
The Senate Education Committee held hearings on April 20 and April 21, 2010 
and received both invited and public testimony on interim charge two.  Digital 
recordings of the hearings along with submitted written materials are available via 
the Education Committee's website at: 
http://www.senate.state.tx.us/75r/senate/commit/c530/c530.htm 
 
Recommendations: 
1) Support individualized instruction in order to meet the needs of each student.    

 Create an advisory class which would address students' academic and 
socio-emotional needs.  

2) Ensure a high-quality curriculum for core subjects in grades 6-8. 

 Expand and improve the writing component of the Texas Adolescent 
Literacy Academies across all content areas. 

3) Redesign personnel practices in order to increase the quantity and effectiveness 
of middle grades teachers. 
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 Require that 6th, 7th, and 8th grade core content classes be taught by a 
certified teacher in that specific content area. 

4) Identify practices and develop programs to ensure effective school leadership at 
every middle school. 

 

Interim Charge 3 - Teacher Quality 
The Senate Education Committee held a hearing on July 20, 2010 and received 
both invited and public testimony on interim charge three. Digital recordings of the 
hearings along with submitted written materials are available via the Education 
Committee's website at: 
http://www.senate.state.tx.us/75r/senate/commit/c530/c530.htm 
 
Recommendations: 
1) More effectively align resources with achievement.  Considerations should 

include: 

 Establishing compensation that induces capable individuals to enter the 
profession, provides flexibility to school districts to meet local 
conditions, facilitates placement of effective individuals in instructional 
settings where most needed and provides a comprehensive and long term 
view of compensation. 

 Ensure data between different systems link so the state may explore how 
policies such as retirement packages affect educator decisions. 
 

2) Develop standards to ensure the quality of content in courses for university-
based teacher candidates in core subject areas as well as elementary reading 
instruction. 
 

3) Include a student achievement component in teacher evaluations to measure 
individual educator's effectiveness. 

 
4) Redesign the state's current mentoring and induction program to better focus on 

beginning teacher retention and effectiveness.   
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5) Develop an accountability system for professional development to monitor the 
quality of courses used for continuing education hours. 

 
6) Create a statewide teacher leadership program by issuing specializations, 

endorsements, and/or mid-management certifications. 
 

Interim Charge 4 - Cost Drivers 
The Senate Education Committee held a hearing on February 22, 2010 and 
received both invited and public testimony on interim charge four. Digital 
recordings of the hearings along with submitted written materials are available via 
the Education Committee's website at: 
http://www.senate.state.tx.us/75r/senate/commit/c530/c530.htm 
 
Recommendations: 
1) Provide greater local control to school districts in determining classroom 

operations. Options to explore include: 

 Modify class size limitations to allow more flexibility to school districts 
to meet the needs of their students. 

 Provide districts greater flexibility in educator contracting. 
 

2) Consolidate grants and other funding that lie outside of the foundation school 
program, and where feasible or where the program proves ineffective, reallocate 
those funds to the foundation school program. 

 
3) Ensure that resources serve the students on the campus from where the funding 

originates. 
 

4) Ensure parents and taxpayers have access to information on how efficiently and
productively school districts operate.  Options include: 

 Require greater detailed reporting of funds categorized as 'auxiliary' 
spending by school districts. 

 Establish reporting requirements that provide a measure of classroom 
costs. 

 Establish a Center for Financial Accountability and Productivity. 
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 Create a compendium of cost savings measures and make available to all 
school districts. 
 

5) Establish incentives for cost savings at the district and campus level. 

 Provide an expiring match from the state for cost savings measures 
achieved by school districts. 

 Require school districts to implement programs whereby a campus may 
earn funding for operating more efficiently than their prorated share of 
costs in such areas as substitute teacher utilization, utilities, maintenance, 
food service, transportation, etc. 
 

6) School districts should explore revenue generation options including leasing 
vacant facilities to charter schools. 

 

Interim Charge 5 - English Language Learners 
The Senate Education Committee held a hearing on October 12, 2010 
and received both invited and public testimony on interim charge five.  Digital 
recordings of the hearings along with submitted written materials are available via 
the Education Committee's website at: 
http://www.senate.state.tx.us/75r/senate/commit/c530/c530.htm.   
 
Additionally, Senators Shapiro, Van de Putte, and Davis held an English Language 
Learner's forum on August 18, 2010, inviting five high performing schools and 
districts to present best practices for educating their students learning English.  
Written materials are available via the Texas Education Agency's Best Practices 
Clearinghouse at:  http://www.teabpc.org/FilteredBestPractices.aspx  and on the 
Region Service Center 20 website at:    
http://portal.esc20.net/portal/page/portal/esc20public/bilesl.   
 
Recommendations: 
1) Some Texas districts do effective work in educating their English Language 

Learners.  Other districts can learn from their peers.  Texas schools and districts 
in search of effective bilingual programs should utilize the Best Practices 
Clearinghouse and learn from surrounding districts.   
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