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CHARGES TO THE SELECT COMMITTEE 
ON PUBLIC SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
Education Code § 39.005.  OBJECTIVES OF STUDY.   
(a) The committee shall conduct a comprehensive review of the public school 

accountability system.  In conducting its review, the committee shall study the 
mission, organizational structure, design, processes, and practices of similar 
accountability systems in other states and the requirements established by federal 
law. 

(b) A review under this section must include a thorough study of:            
(1) each element of the accountability system prescribed by this chapter, with 

special emphasis on: 
(A) the indicators used to determine accreditation status;                 
(B) rewards and incentives for campus excellence; and                      
(C) the responsibilities of the commissioner in assisting and, if 

necessary, imposing sanctions on districts that do not meet state 
performance standards; 

(2) the extent to which the accountability system is aligned with the requirements 
prescribed by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (20 U.S.C. Section 6301 
et seq.); 

(3) the extent to which the accountability system reflects the public education 
mission, objectives, and goals provided by Chapter 4; 

(4) the extent to which the accountability system meets public expectations; 
(5) the extent to which the accountability system fairly and accurately reports the 

effectiveness of educators, instructional programs, support services, and 
financial expenditures and the impact of these elements on student 
achievement; 

(6) the methods available to monitor the progress of each public school student, 
with special emphasis on methods to monitor demonstrable growth in 
academic achievement; 

(7) the performance indicators that would successfully measure the effectiveness 
of the campus teaching and learning environment, including the effect of 
student discipline on that environment; 

(8) the effectiveness of the accountability system in reporting the performance of 
open-enrollment charter schools and alternative education programs; 

(9) the implementation of statewide assessment instruments, including 
specifically end-of-course assessment instruments; 

(10) the extent to which the accountability system measures the performance of 
districts and campuses on important indicators and aspects of the educational 
process, other than student scores on standardized assessment instruments; 

(11) the extent to which the accountability system clearly and accurately 
reports to parents and interested persons the overall performance of districts 
and campuses; and 
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(12) the extent to which the accountability system considers the different 
student demographics of districts and campuses. 
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ISSUES WITH CURRENT SYSTEM 

 
 

! Overemphasizes minimal performance on one test. 
 

o Students face excessive pressure to pass tests. 
o Disregards students performing above minimum. 
o District/campus can fail due to performance of one student 

on one test in one year. 
 
! Fails to recognize/reward growth. 
 
! Narrows scope of curriculum and instruction. 
 
! Focuses on minimum passing standard. 
 

o Tests fail to diagnose students on the higher- and lower-
end of academic achievement.  

o Lacks long-term goals linked to state workforce needs.  
 
! Reports do not provide easily understandable information 

for parents, educators, or the public. 
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POINTS OF CONSENSUS 

 
 
 
! Focus on individual student achievement. 
 
! Educate students to a postsecondary readiness standard. 
 
! Promote the efficient use of resources. 
 
! Recognize excellence in individual campuses. 
 
! Provide robust, meaningful, and relevant reports of student, 

campus, and district performance. 
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PROPOSED FRAMEWORK 

 
 
 
ACCREDITATION TIER   
 
Campus and district accreditation based on: 

! Student achievement in terms of postsecondary readiness or 
growth in individual student achievement. 

! Completion and dropout rates. 
! Financial integrity (districts only). 

 
DISTINCTION TIER 
 

! Districts may earn distinction for financial efficiency. 
! Campuses may earn distinctions for excellence, especially in 

areas valued by the local community. 
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ACCREDITATION TIER 
 

 
 

! Accreditation based on three-year rolling averages of 
student achievement. 

 
! Credit for growth, especially growth that is on target to 

meet standards within three years. 
 
! Disaggregate by major subpopulations. 
 
! Incrementally increase standards so that within ten years 

Texas will perform among the top ten states in 
postsecondary readiness. 



 

  

SELECT COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY                                                      8 

 
 

 
DISTINCTION TIER 

 
 

! For districts, state distinction for the top quartile of districts 
demonstrating outstanding efficiency in resource allocation. 

 
! For campuses, state distinction for the top quartile in terms 

of overall individual student growth. 
 
! Campuses may also earn distinctions for (these additional 

distinctions will consider multiple indicators of success, including but not 
limited to standardized test performance): 

 
o Outstanding academic achievement. 
o 21st century workforce development. 
o Second language learning. 
o Fine arts. 
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EFFICIENCY IN RESOURCE ALLOCATION 
 

 
 

Estimates of district efficiency should: 
 
! Consider student achievement versus expenditures, taking into 

account variations in student and district characteristics.  
 
! Give credit for campuses that have received additional state 

distinctions. 
 
! Give credit to districts that use weighted student funding. 
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ASSESSMENTS 

 
 
 

! New state tests should measure broader range of 
achievement.  

 
! Standards should be vertically aligned across grades. 
 

o Benchmark passing standards for end-of-course 
assessments to student success in college courses.  

o Periodically benchmark against other countries. 
 
! Supplemental instruction for students in grades 3, 5 and 8 

who fail to meet standards. 
 

o Promotion decisions determined locally, based on more 
than test scores. 
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REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

 
 
 

Easily understandable, relevant reports: 
 
! Parent and educator reports include specific diagnoses and 

recommendations to improve student achievement. 
 
! Administrator reports include detailed academic and financial 

information, with comparisons to similar districts and campuses. 
 
! Public reports include district and campus academic and fiscal 

performance, with comparisons to similar districts and 
campuses. 
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